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Officers and Contact Information: 
President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790 637   r.patterson@pattersonpressings.co.uk 
Chairman Mr Tom Moore 01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 
Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan 01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 
Hon. Secretary     Mr John Glover 01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 
Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169  judyknight@hotmail.co.uk 
Newsletter Mr Chris Peach 01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com 
Website   www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Events 
 
 

Sunday 17TH MAY 2009 SUSSEX BEE MARKET Heathfield Community 
College 

 
 
Please check website regularly for meeting dates in case they change or 
others are added. 
 
Apiary Meetings 
Dounhurst Farm, Skiff Lane, Wisborough Green RH14 0AA 
 
Saturday 02nd May 2009 Beginners 12:00 noon 

Advanced   2.00 pm Saturday 23nd May 2009 
Saturday 13th June 2009  
 
Wednesday 13th May 2009 6.30 pm followed by a BBQ 
Wednesday 03rd June 2009   
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New Monthly Beekeeping Notes 
 
We are starting a monthly feature based on some of the things that most beekeepers should 
know, but we constantly get asked questions on. The idea is there is an item each month with 
suggested information sources, although there is no reason why the reader can’t use other 
sources. It is hoped all members will respond positively as this will increase their knowledge. They 
will be on a 12 month rolling cycle. 
 
May’s Subject – All about swarming. 
 
Learn:- 
 

• The process of swarming, why bees do it, and how to control it. 
 

• Artificial swarming, both Pagden and Heddon methods, as well as other methods including 
the one on our website. 

 
Advice:- 
 
It is important to understand what is happening during the swarming process. This will help you 
understand what each swarm control method is trying to achieve. Don’t mix several methods. 
 
 
Information sources:-  
Any beekeeping book 
 
www.wgbka.org.uk 
http://www.beverleybeekeepers.co.uk/test/page8/page40/page73/page73.html 
http://website.lineone.net/~dave.cushman/artswarm.html 
http://www.stratford-upon-avon.freeserve.co.uk/PENotes/ArtificialSwarms.htm 
 
 
    
     

Saturday Teas at Dounhurst. 
 
This year in order to spread the increasing load we will have different members doing teas. These will 
be indicated in the newsletter and on the website as a reminder. 
 
 For May 2nd it will be Keith Cook and May 23rd Cherry Smith. 

 

http://www.wgbka.org.uk/�
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Basic Assessment Exams 20th June 2009 
 
To all who are taking the Basic Assessment on 20th June: 
 
You may or may not have seen the Exam Board Update in the April issue of BBKA News. 
There are some updates in the Basic Assessment syllabus. 
 
1.3 the personal equipment needed to open a colony of honeybees and the importance of 
cleanliness; 
2.1 able to name and explain the function of the principal parts of a modern beehive; 
4.19 aware of the need of good apiary; 
4.20 aware of the need for regular brood comb replacement. 
5.4 aware of acarine (amite) and nosema (a fungus) and their effect upon the colony; 
5.5 able to describe ways of controlling varroa using integrated pest and management 
techniques; 
5.6 aware of the current legislation regarding notifiable diseases and pests of the 
honeybee. 
the changes are in bold and cover areas of healthy beekeeping and Integrated pest 
management which you would expect to see at this level. 
The full syllabus is available on the BBKA website. 
 
Thank you  -  Rosanne 

Beginners Packages and Tuition. 
 
With the current high number of beginners there will be pressure on us to provide tuition and bees. It is 
quite difficult to identify and assess everybody, especially as they don’t get to every meeting, and when 
they do they will be in different groups and with different Demonstrators. We aim to get everybody 
handling a colony on their own as quickly as possible, and this may mean we will have extra sessions 
between scheduled meetings. 
 
The beginners’ packages which include hive, bees, and tuition are a valuable resource and we need to 
make sure they are used wisely. We have changed the rules this year to enable those who find 
beekeeping easy, to move forward quickly in order to spend time on those who may take a bit longer. As 
with everything else different people progress at different rates, and in order to create a progression, and 
allow the bees time to recover from having frames of bees and brood removed from them we feel we 
need this approach. That may mean some will wish to make a start without taking advantage of the 
package, and if that is the case we will try to provide all the support they need. 
 
There is a section “Getting Started” on BBKA website http://www.britishbee.org.uk/getting_started.php 
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PATTERSON IN PRINT 
 
At the time of writing we have had two apiary meetings with in excess of 50 in attendance on each 
occasion. One was an evening meeting on April 22nd and we have never had anywhere near that 
number before at an evening meeting. At one stage I counted 54 bodies and several turned up after 
that. Richard Dyer, himself a rare attendee at evening meetings due to work times said he counted 40 
cars, and some others had already gone. At that meeting we had WSBKA President Pauline Ford and 
her husband Martin visit us and it was pleasing to see them. Let’s hope they visit us again. 
 
Although we welcome everyone it has given us some problems with a huge influx of beginners, and 
those without bees. I try to plan in advance and organise groups and Demonstrators on what I think 
we will get, but I never know how many will turn up, or their ability, until start time. This results in 
last minute arrangements, which means we can start a bit late. On the first meeting on Sat April 11th 
we had to abandon the usual beginners session simply because there were so many who had never 
seen inside a beehive before. I must ask all members and guests to be patient, and we hope to return 
to normality soon. We are committed to giving good tuition to all beekeepers whatever their ability. 
 
I have recently been lecturing to BKA’s in Hertfordshire, Northumberland, Cambridge, Hampshire, 
Wales, Norfolk and Suffolk and they have all seen increases in the number of people wishing to start 
beekeeping. In Northumberland they were down to 8 members five years ago and now have over 100. 
I spoke to over 50 and many had travelled 35 miles to be there. In Norfolk on Easter Monday they had 
a demonstration in the afternoon followed by a lecture. They were expecting 15-20 people there, and 
over 50 turned up. They asked me to take those who had never looked inside a beehive before, and 
there were 18 in my group. There seems to be a similar pattern everywhere and I think some new to 
beekeeping are going to be very good. 
 
What is clear is that BKA’s vary considerably due to their amateur nature. Some have good people 
with vision who can deal with a rapid influx of new members, and others simply can’t. From what I 
have seen elsewhere I think WG provide a very good service and facility to members. This is helped 
enormously by the willingness of many members to do things when asked. We also have a lively 
Committee, and are lucky to have a good teaching venue. 
 
There has been a lot going on already this year and apiary demonstrations have been interesting. At 
one meeting one group had only weak colonies and were shown several techniques to build them up 
quickly. This is part of the process to provide more honey producing colonies, and should prepare 
them for any later flow. 
 
Please remember to either collect swarms to help provide bees for the Beginners Packages, or let me 
know so I can collect. 
 

Roger Patterson. 

 
 
 

 

 
 



 

Page 5 of 10 

 

 

    Notices 
EQUIPMENT FOR SALE AT THE APIARY 
 
FRAMES  -  (in kit form)     EACH 
  
DN1  for National brood chamber (also fit WBC) ………….…………      60p 
  
SN1  for National supers …………………………………………..……      60p 
  
Frame nails, small bag …………………………………………………     £1.00p 
 
FOUNDATION   
 
Unwired National super  (For Cut Comb) …………………………………….      40p 
  
Wired National super ……………………………………...…………….      40p 
(Comes in drone cell or worker cell size – please specify which is required) 
  
Wired National brood …………………………………………..……….      70p 
 
APIGUARD 
Single treatment sachets (two required for treatment of a full colony).     Autumn 2009 

       Price to be confirmed. 
 

Prices correct at January 2009. 
Where possible please order ahead of apiary meetings so that your order can be put together ready 
for you, minimising disruption and delay on the day.  Order by email or telephone to Tom Moore, 
stone.house@btinternet.com  01798 343470. 
Payment by cash, or cheques made payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green. 
 

BDI Insurance  
 
You will all be aware that your basic membership subscription includes insurance against 
certain bee diseases for three colonies and that for a small extra premium, this cover can be 
extended to additional colonies.  
 
If you have more colonies than you have covered for insurance purposes, the cover will be 
null and void.  So insure for the number you think you will have. Don’t forget a swarm is 
classed as a colony.  
 
Insurance is only provided for colonies that are affected by notifiable diseases and that 
cause them to have to be destroyed by the Regional Bee Inspector.   These are the two foul 
brood diseases, the small hive beetle and tropilaelaps  More detailed information can be 
found at www.bbka.org.uk/articles/bdi.php   The insurance does not cover loss of colonies 
due to other conditions or causes.  
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Website www.wsbka.org.uk 
 

County News –May 2009 
County Diary – Around the Divisions – all Members are most 
welcome at all Meetings 
 
At Pulborough 

Wed 6th May Intermediate Lecture – see details below 

At Ardingly 
June 11th - 13th The South of England Show  
 
Chichester – Contact John Stevens. – Email 
 ieem@compuserve.com 
 
Meetings will be at Baders Arms, Tangmere and will commence punctually at 
7.30pm.    
 
20th May  
The Risks, Benefits and Long Term Effects  
of the use of Agro-chemicals  
Graham Phillippo, Bartholomews Ltd  
 
Worthing - Contact Brian Tolworthy on 01903 241369  
Website www.worthingbeekeepers.fsnet.co.uk/org.uk  
Winter meetings at Ferring village hall. Arrive at 7.15pm for 7.30pm start. 
  
Sat May 9th Out Apiary meeting at Holts Farm  
Sat May 23rd Out Apiary meeting at Holts Farm  
Sat  June 6th The Sompting Festival (5th – 7th)  
Wed June 10th From 5.30 pm, an evening Out Apiary Meeting and social 
gathering  
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Intermediate Lectures 
A Reminder that the first of this season’s Intermediate lectures will be held at 7.30pm on 
the evening of Wednesday 6th May at Pulborough Village Hall, when Terry Clare will talk on 
“The Best Bee”.  These lectures are open to all members of West Sussex Beekeepers and are 
intended to provide specialist in depth information of a variety of beekeeping subjects.  They 
are aimed principally at beekeepers who already have bees, and are looking to further their 
knowledge and understanding of various elements of beekeeping.  

 
Research Funding 
On 21st April, Defra announced a £10 million initiative to be invested in identifying 
the main threats to bees and other insect pollinators. Full details may be viewed at 
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/Content/Detail.asp?ReleaseID=399092&NewsAreaID=2 
This initiative has been widely welcomed, however BBKA point out that this extra funding is 
said to be for tackling pollinator decline rather than specifically for honeybee research.  
BBKA Chairman, Tim Lovett commented 
 “This then is not the end of the campaign but the start of a new phase, during which we seek 
to promote relevant research and also to influence the agenda within Defra and its new 
agency FERA. We have to make sure that the £2.3M ear-marked for the NBU is applied to 
projects that will make a difference to beekeepers. These are primarily improved inspection 
and education and training initiatives involving the BBKA, rather than grandiose schemes for 
data-base building and surveys which will yield little actionable data to help solve our 
problems.   
 

Invitation to Heyshott Down Nature Reserve  

John Murray is the Manager of  Heyshott Down Nature Reserve and has invited us to a special event where they 
are having advice from Neil Hulme, a butterfly specialist. There should be a chance of seeing Duke of Burgundy, 
Green Hairstreak, Grizzled and Dingy Skippers, and Common Blue. 

This is on Sun May 10 at 10.30. Grid Ref SU900176, meet at the southernmost point of Heyshott Village, where a 
track leads off up to the Downs. 

Some of us have visited this lovely downland reserve before and found it very interesting. Contact John for 
further details 01730 812325. jgmurray@supanet.com 
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Walking to Wiggonholt – 14th June 2009 

The Wey and Arun Canal Trust organise an annual sponsored walk (The Poddle) and 
this year, it will take place on 14th June, commencing from Pulborough Village Hall. 
The walk is around 10 miles, with a lunch stop after the first 6 and regular 
refreshment points in between. This is a popular and well organised event, which this 
year will take in the tranquil setting of Wiggonholt. 
Full details and a Sponsorship Form may be downloaded at 
http://www.weyandarun.co.uk/poddle/poddleform2009.pdf or by telephone on 01403 
752403. The Poddle is open to anybody who raises a minimum £15.00 of sponsorship. 

If WSBKA members can collectively raise a minimum of £150.00, this (or any higher amount) 
will be shared equally between WSBKA and WACT. This valuable source of funding will 
directly benefit the Division that each walker belongs to.   

Please particularly note that if you intend to participate, it is vital to add “WSBKA” after 
your name on the sponsorship form, and to let John Glover know the amount of sponsorship 
money that you are raising, by phone (01403 751899) or Email 
glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com . If this is not done, your Division will not benefit 
from a share in your sponsorship money. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
If you wish to offer material for inclusion in future editions of “County News”, please 
contact John Glover at glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 
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FARMING TODAY GETS ITS OWN BEEHIVE AND DEBATES IMPACT OF NEO-NICOTINOIDS ON BEES 
 
There was a very good opening debate marking the start of the Neo-Nicotinoid Wars, on Farming Today 
this morning, Thursday April 30th 2009.  If you click on the link below it will take you to the 'Radio 4 Listen 
Again' facility and you can hear the discussion between Emma Hockridge of the Soil Association and Julian 
Little of Bayer Crop Science. 
 
As usual, Mr Little was asking the listeners to ignore research from France, Germany, Italy and other 
countries - and his theory is 'it's all down to varroa'.  The programme also interviewed Dr Bonmatin from 
University of Montpelier in France - possibly the first time on British media.   
 
Emma Hockridge emphasised the recent news from France, namely that bees kept among intensive arable 
crops continued to die whereas those kept in upland forested areas - away from arable pesticides - were 
thriving.   
 
Go to: 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b00jwy8h/Farming_Today_30_04_2009/ 
 
Click on the link and drag the content bar to around 5 minutes 45 seconds to hear this  5 minute piece. 
 
The other news is that Farming Today have also acquired their own beehive and intend to report on its 
progress and survival regularly - so it looks like the BBC is wakening up to the pesticide issue and we may be 
seeing the first crack in the dam. It is quite clear however that Hillary Benn, DEFRA and BBKA are adamnant 
that 'there is no problem with pesticides'; so no change there.   
 
All good news - at least the debate is happening and truth will out. 

Ladies Bee-suit for Sale 
 
A suit bought to fit an average size 12/14 woman with hood. It has not been used very much, but is 
now about 16 years old.(owned by my mother when she kept bees for a short time. Bees swarmed 
early on and she never continued!!)  In excellent condition. 
I have no idea how much to ask so maybe it could go in as ‘offers accepted’? 
Contact details to go with the ad are: contact Fiona on 01403 822653 or email 
fionasodha@hotmail.com  
 
Please let me know if you require more details. Many thanks for your help with this. 
Kind regards 
 
Fiona  
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National Honey Show     29th – 31st October 2009 
The show will again be held at Weybridge and like last year, free full annual 
membership is being made available to all who have joined our Association since 1st 
August 2008. This will entitle them to visit the show and to attend lectures throughout 
the 3 days and to enter exhibits in the competitive classes free of cost. 
 
The show organiser will send further information to qualifying members later in the 
year. 
 
 
If you wish to offer material for inclusion in future editions of “County News”, please 
contact John Glover at glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 
 
 

WGBKA Mock Honey Show. 
 
A few photo’s supplied by Diana Briault of the Mock Honey Show after the AGM. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tasty? Is it clear ? Checking for 
Colour 

Too much 
Water ? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Full Range !! 
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